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But the LORD says,  
      “Do not cling to 

events of the past  
      or dwell on what 
happened long ago.  

       
Watch for the new thing 

I am going to do.  
It is happening already 
—you can see it now!  

 
Isaiah 43:18–19GNB 
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FEAR NOT 

For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, 
“Fear not, I will help you.”  Isaiah 41:13 RSV 
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Watch for the new thing…it is happening already! Isaiah 43:19GNB 

 What will 2026 bring? Each year, as I take a moment to write this 
report, I am awestruck as I look back at all the blessings God has given 
us in 2025. Last year, we were blessed to share our facility with not one, 
but two schools. Pac Point Preschool entered its third year of renting 
from us, and Vine Academy joined us for their first year. We also hosted 
the Lion’s Club Omelet Feed, the Garlic Festival Board and Association 
meetings, and their Awards Ceremony. The South Valley Symphony, 
Pacific Brass Band, Pac Point Musical, and Vine Academy Chapel all 
enjoyed our hospitality. 

What’s more, as a church, we gathered for worship each Sunday, coming 
together as a community to pray, sing, and grow in faith. Our high 
schoolers met on Sunday nights and throughout the week, building 
relationships and supporting one another. We shared meals together, 
engaged in ministry with children and adults through Bible studies on 
Monday and Tuesday nights, our knitting group met during the week, and 
we hosted community events including Day Camp, the Fall Festival and 
the Walk For Water, welcoming neighbors, families, and friends onto our 
campus. 

All of that is to say—whew! We’ve been busy! What a blessing it has 
been to use God’s buildings, His sanctuary, and His campus as fully as 
we can. I am deeply grateful to those who came before us, who planned 
and sacrificed so that we could have such a wonderful campus and the 
opportunity to be this active in ministry. But most importantly, I am 
thankful for each of you who call Gilroy Presbyterian Church home. None 
of what happens at our church could be done without your time, your 
talents, your generosity, and your faith. As we enter 2026, I pray that God 
continues to bring new people, fresh possibilities, and many new 
opportunities for us to serve and grow together. 

With the love of God,  
 
 
 

 Pastor Trevor Van Laar 
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WORSHIPPING TOGETHER - THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD 
 

2025 was a great year of worship! Spending time together in communion, song and 
scripture grew us in so many ways.  
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KIDS MINISTRY 
Thanks to Katie Van Horn for her leadership in our Family Ministries. Her leadership 
continues to minister to our children in new and effective ways! 
 
Sunday school: 
We had a wonderful year in kids ministry. We 
had 3 sessions of Kids For Christ seeing new 
and familiar faces every time! We continued 
Sunday School, for toddlers all the way 
through 5th graders. In Sunday School this 
year we discussed uniqueness, cooperation, 
hope, initiative, sharing God’s word, bravery, 
and more! 
 
Day Camp 
Our Day Camp theme this year, Dive In, was 
centered around God’s deep love for us. We 
had nearly 100 campers participate in Day 
Camp this year! In addition, we had over 60 
staff members spread over the two weeks of 
camp who were able to disciple our campers. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
 
Youth group continued through the year, diving into what it means to be a Christian, 
accepting Christ's love, and what a life rooted in Jesus looks like. Both our junior high 
and high school groups attended Mount Hermon’s Fall Frenzy events, focusing on how 
God waits for us to turn to him and how his love cannot be earned, but is given freely. 
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Our High Schoolers went on a mission trip in February to the Mexico / Texas border, 
where they visited orphanages, immigration houses, and soup kitchens to serve the 
local communities and hear the stories of those seeking a better life. 
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ADULTS 
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MISSIONS 
 
This year, the Mission committee was amazed and humbled by our church’s generosity! 
All in all, your donations of over $36,000 helped to fund the ministries and needs of the 
following organizations;  
 
$6,823, general support for South County Community 
Services (formerly St. Joseph’s). SCCS served almost 
18,000 Gilroy residents last year, more than during 
the pandemic, one third of Gilroy’s residents. With 
the uncertainty of federal SNAP food funding, even 
more Gilroy residents are facing hunger.  
 
$4,600 to the Salvation Army, also assisting the homeless and very needy 
of Gilroy. The Salvation Army and SCCS coordinate to help ensure their 
support does not duplicate efforts and the neediest families are helped. 
 
$4,000 for support for the City of Refuge (CORM) for  
their missionary work in Ghana.   
 
$2,500 for Helping Hands for South Sudan. The founder of this 
organization is Gabriel Nyok, a former lost boy of Sudan who 
came to the US after receiving a UNICEF sponsored high school 
education in Kenya.  He received a college education here and 
graduated from San Jose State University majoring in Justice Studies and 
Human Rights.  Helping Hands for South Sudan uses 99% of the contributions it receives 
to directly support its students in two schools who, by 2023, numbered approximately 
1000. Gabriel does not draw a salary from the nonprofit organization he founded. 
 
$400 for Heifer International for the excellent work they do in «seeding» 
long term sustainability of families in some of the poorest countries around 
the  
 
$1,500 to Immanuel House, a house in San Jose renovated ten years ago and a project 
of our Presbytery, for newly arrived refugees. This month Immanuel House celebrated 
their 100th refugee resident. They live for a relatively short period of time at Immanuel 
House to get on their feet and become self-sufficient.  
world.  
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$1,200 Honoring Janet Espinosa and continuing her hands on assistance to Gilroy’s 
homeless ----Janet’s Manna Bags (Hygiene Bags) $100 per month (5-10 bags per month), 
through 2025. St. Joseph’s is going to continue to assemble and disseminate the bags, 
specially to honor Janet. 
 
 
As we reflect on the past year, we give thanks for the growth and ministry God made 
possible, and for the privilege of sharing it with you. 
 

Psalm 115:1 — “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness.” 
 

I’m looking forward to another great year of ministry in 2026! 
 
Pastor Trevor Van Laar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GPC Session Members  
John Hunsperger, Edwin Njinimbam, Chris Okoronkwo, Ben Chan, 
Edie Elder, Dinga Nfon, Tony Herz and Christyf Tuma 
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GILROY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Congregational Meeting Agenda 

January 25, 2026 11:00 am 
 

Session Members: 
 
(John Hunsperger, Edwin Njinimbam, Chris Okoronkwo, Edie Elder, Tony Herz, Christyf Tuma) 
Trevor Van Laar (Moderator) and Chuck Moresco (Clerk of Session) 

 
Excused/Absent:      Guests: Congregation 

 
Agenda: 
 
Call to Order and Prayer:  Pastor Trevor Van Laar 
 
1. Presentation of incoming Session members and vote: 

a. No new Elders 
b. Currently Serving –  

John Hunsperger, Edwin Njinimbam, Chris Okoronkwo, Ben Chan,  
Edie Elder, Dinga Nfon, Tony Herz, and Christyf Tuma 

c. Word of Thanks! 
 
2. Presentation of incoming Deacons and vote: 

a. Rolling off – Ken and Nancy Macdonald 
b. New Deacons - Linda Tata, Grace Malech  
c. Currently Serving – Word of Thanks! 

 
3. Presentation of incoming Nomination Committee members and vote: 

a. a. Rolling off - Rolling off (no one rolling off) 
b. New Members – (none at this time)   
d. Currently Serving –  

Cynthia Van Laar, Gena Gonzales, Edie Elder 
 
4. Presentation of 2026 Budget (previously approved by Session) and questions  
  Finance Team (Finance Team: Gary G., Tony H., Marianne VH, Trevor VL) 
 
5. Presentation and review of Pastor’s Terms of Call and vote: 
  Personnel Chair, Gene Sakahara & Personnel Team 
  Vote on Pastor’s Terms of Call – Personnel Chair, Gene Sakahara  
 
 
Adjourn with Prayer:   Pastor Trevor Van Laar 
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